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lies between the Orange
Biver on the south and the Zambesi on the
north, a narrow strip of country about 1,000
miles from north to south, and with an average
breadth of 300 miles from east to west. The
southern portion is called British Bechuanaland,
having been proclaimed a Crown Colony in 1885.
The northern and larger portion is the Bechu-
analand Protectorate, in area about 275,000
square miles, over five times the area of England
and Wales.
Away to the west stretches the Kalahari
Desert, where, as Mark Twain once said, " the
sheep have stones to eat, and thorns to pick
their teeth with." The Bechuana people are
divided into various tribes, each retaining some
of the ancient totemic names and customs,
ruled by hereditary chiefs, under the paternal
sovereignty of Britain. The chiefs have al-
most despotic power so far as tribal customs
and laws are concerned. Grimes and laws
affecting white men are dealt wi$i by British
magistrates. The three principal tribes in the
Protectorate are the Bakwena, the Bangwaketse,
and the Bamangwato. Originally one tribe, they
have split up under separate chiefs, and hived off*
Fugitives, and fragments of other clans have
from time to time been absorbed into one or
other of these tribes.
The name Ba-Ngwato, that is, children oj
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